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country a European country, who invokes the example
of the French Revolution, who admires America and
aims at being in the forefront of his times, reminds us
very strongly of certain Eastern despots. There is
something equally 'reminiscent jabout him of Washington
and Gengis Khan. But clearly the man he most closely
resembles is Peter the Great, the Tzar who determined
to Europeanize Russia within a few years and compelled
the boyards to sacrifice their beards on pain of death.
Mustapha Kemal (Kemal signifies cthe Perfect One5)
was born at Salonica in 1880. His origin is somewhat
obscure. Some say he is a pure-bred Anatolian, others
that he is a Macedonian, that is to say a cross between
a Slav and a Bulgarian, from a country containing a
greater mixture of races than any other in Europe.
Others, again, assert that he is an Albanian, Be that
as it may, he certainly comes of peasant stock. His father
was a customs agent and, later on, a dealer in timber.
He gave his son a fairly up-to-date education. After his
father's death, and in spite of his mother's opposition,
Mustapha entered the Military College. By 1904, he
was a staff-captain.

He^was by this time greatly taken up with politics.
He drearnea KgK*13rea.nS as lie tiiougEt sadly ^rTius
country and the corruption and oppression under: which
it laboured, and he began to conspire against the Sultan
Abdul-Hamed- He was sent off in disgrace to Damascus
and Salonica, and there he started some secret societies.
He was a Young Turk of the

generation which deemed that the Salonica Revolution
had been abandoned too soon.
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